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Unit Overview

This information literacy lesson plan is implemented as a part of a unit in the Spanish as a Second Language curriculum.  It involves collaboration with all three Spanish teachers to create a lesson plan that teaches and enforces vital information gathering and processing skills while students learn about various Spanish-speaking countries.  The teachers had noted that because of the socio-economic demographical composition of their students, few had ever traveled outside the country.  They had little previous experience with cultures beyond their own.  To teach students about Spanish-speaking countries in a real-life activity that also reinforces information seeking and assessment skill this collaborative lesson was created and implemented for six high school level Spanish I classes.

Standards for the 21st Century Learner:

1.1.1. Follow an inquiry based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects, and make the real-world connection for using this process in own life.

1.1.2. Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning.

1.1.3. Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding.

1.2.5. adaptability by changing the inquiry focus, questions, resources, or strategies Demonstrate when necessary to achieve success.

Georgia Performance Standards for Modern Languages Level I

III. Connections, Comparisons, and Communities

MLI.CCC1. A.  Demonstrate knowledge of geographical locations and identify major countries, cities and geographical features of the places where the target language is spoken.

Information Literacy Lesson Plan

Materials and Equipment:

1. Computers with internet access

2. 4 Handouts:  DISCOVER Research Guide, Adios, Amigos! Task, Adios, Amigos! (Preflight Plan), and What Did We Learn?

3. LCD projector

4. Promethean Board, Smart Board, or White Board

5. Promethean Flip Chart: Discover Reasearch Guide

Estimated Time:  Two 90 minute class periods plus the Hispanic Festival Presentation Night.

Assessment:  Students are given a pre-lesson assessment to assess their level of research process skills and prior knowledge of the subject (Adios, Amigos! Preflight Plan).  At the end of the lesson the students will be given a follow-up assessment (What Did We Learn?) to determine understanding of the information literacy standards targeted.

Procedures / Activities

Introduction:

Ask students “How often do you use the research process?”  Then ask, “What if I want to compare the latest cell phone plans?  Is that a research project?”  Present the DISCOVER Research Guide handout and explain the steps of the process based on the cell phone query (DISCOVER Research Guide Handouts and DISCOVER Flip Chart).

Authentic Task:

Students are given the Project Instructions (Adios Amigos! Task) along with the Rubric and instructed to visit the pathfinder wiki for pathways to research sources.  Explain the use of the wiki along with a quick refresher on the layout of the media center resources included in the pathfinder.  Explain that the pathfinder is available for after school and off-campus use.  Wiki Pathfinder:   http://viajero.pbwiki.com .  Rubric for Task:  (Rubric)

Post Assessment:

Hand out the post-assessment (What Did We Learn?)  Discuss the research process with the class and ask the students to share their successes and wrong-turns with other students.

Differentiation:

Students can be put into groups for this assignment or work individually based on learning style.  Visual learners can be guided toward websites and visual format materials as an alternative to heavy text materials.
Adios Amigos! (Pre-flight Plan)

1. When faced with a research project, what is the first step you must take to find the information you need?

	    (  ) a.
	Decide what type of sources to use (For example, internet or books)
	(  ) c.
	Define your task.  (What do you need to find?)

	    (  ) b.
	Create an inquiry, keyword or question to search
	(  ) d.
	Organize your information


2. How often do you use research strategies?  

	    (  ) a.
	Whenever I have a research project
	(  ) c.
	Everytime I go online

	    (  ) b.
	Everytime I need to find out something
	(  ) d.
	As little as possible


3. What do you do when your online search gives you 48,603,000,000 returns?

	    (  ) a.
	Browse through the first few pages and pick a few
	(  ) c.
	Change to another topic

	    (  ) b.
	Rejoice! The more the merrier
	(  ) d.
	Narrow the search with more specific wording


4. What Spanish-speaking country would you most like to travel to?  __________________________________________________________________

5. Name two things that you absolutely MUST have to travel to another country? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Name as many Spanish-speaking countries as you can think of. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DISCOVER 

Research Guide

Define exactly what you are looking for. Different search terms may turn up different results. Be specific and you will likely find useable information. Make sure you understand the task.

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Inquire--It is best to use a variety of online resources. What questions do you need to ask? Where will you find your information?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Search using different search engines. Do not just use Google; try a few different search engines. What resources will you use to find information?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Collect websites you have found for further consideration. Don't forget to cite your sources. Most websites have copyright information, and even if they don't, it is still illegal to pass off other people's work as your own. You must get permission or put the information into your own words. You must include a bibliography (also knows as “Works Cited” page) in your research. You must list all the resources you used for your research.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Organize your information based on what will help you the most. Make categories. Look at relationships.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Verify the authors of the website and that the information is unbiased, reliable, and truthful. Remember: anybody can publish to a website! Check your work. Make sure you have answered the research questions.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Express yourself by publishing your information into a presentation or report. Communicate and share your findings.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflect on how successful your searching was. Is the information you found accurate and up-to-date? Do you need to narrow your search topic? Did your searching turn up information that you needed?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Adios Amigos! Task

Step 1.
Choose one from among the following list of Spanish-speaking countries:

Mexico

Guatemala

El Salvador

Honduras

Panama

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

Rep. Dominicana

Cuba


Puerto Rico

Venezuela

Columbia

Equador

Peru


Bolivia


Chile

Argentina

Paraguay

Uruguay

Espana

Step 2.
Create a triptic or poster presentation representing a virtual trip to this country with the following information:

· Passport and Airlines Reservations:  Each team member must make a passport: list all items needed to obtain the passport.  Include what airlines you will fly, the cost and how long the flight will take.  Will you be able to fly direct or will you have to change planes?  You leave from Savannah.

· Climate and What to Pack:  Report on the climate of the destination country.  This will help you to know what to pack.  Each member must make a collage of luggage to take on the trip.  Include clothing, any health needs, a camera, film, and miscellaneous items needed.  Remember there are weight limits and luggage size limits.  Be sure to include these limits in your planning.

· Money, Food, and Phrase Book:  What is the country’s unit of currency?  What is the current exchange rate to US dollars?  Each country specializes in certain dishes.  Search for a recipe from the selected country. (You have to prepare this dish and bring it to the Hispanic Festival on October 24 at 6:30 pm).  Make a Phrase Book that will help you on your trip.  Include at least ten phrases English to Spanish.

· Telephone Call and Mail:  How would I call you from the US?  How would you call home?  How much would it cost to mail a postcard or a letter home from your destination country?  Each team member must write 2 postcards: 1 in English to your parents and 1 in Spanish to your teacher.  They may be the same or different in content.  Tell us about your trip.

· Shopping and Places to Go:  Each team member will buy 3 souvenirs for family or friends and 1 for your teacher.  Pictures of your souvenirs must be displayed in a collage or drawing.  Identify who gets what!!  List at least 5 places to go or things to do in your destination, and explain WHY you would want to do them.

Step 3. Cite your sources.  At the end of this project please list all the books, magazines, or web sources that you used to complete this project:  Title of the sources and the author when possible.  Also include any people that you spoke to for information, include their names and occupations.  On each part of the project that you complete please sign your name in order to receive credit.

Adios, Amigos! Rubric

	
	Unacceptable
	Acceptable
	Target

	Rating
	1
	2
	3

	Passport
	Passport does not contain all required data and requirements to obtain are incomplete or incorrect
	Passport contains all required data but does not include complete requirements for obtaining the passport.
	Passport contains all required information and includes all requirements to obtain the document.

	Airline Reservations
	Includes less than 3 of the requested pieces of information pertaining to the flight.
	Includes 3-4 of the 5 requested points of information pertaining to the flight.
	Includes all requested information: carrier, cost, travel time, and number of stops required.

	Climate
	Climate information and luggage restrictions are inaccurate or missing.  Clothing is inappropriate to climate of country.
	Clothing included accurately reflects the climate of the selected country.  Restrictions are missing or incomplete.
	Gives accurate climate information on the selected country and chooses appropriate clothing with information on restrictions.

	Money
	The exchange rate is missing, inaccurate or outdated.
	
	Exchange rate is accurate and current.

	Food

(Counts Twice)
	The recipe selected is not native to the country selected.  The food is not presented at the Festival Night.
	The recipe is representative of the country’s cuisine.  The dish is not presented at the Festival Night.
	The recipe is representative of the country’s cuisine and presented at the Festival Night.

	Phrase Book
	The Phrase Book is inaccurate or contains less than 7 phrase translations.
	The Phrase Book contains 7-9 phrase translations.
	The Phrase Book is accurate and contains at least 10 phrase translations

	Telephone and Postcards 
	This section includes less than 3 of the required elements.
	This section includes 3 of the four required elements.
	This section includes all of the required elements: 1 Spanish postcard, 1 English postcard, price to mail postcards, price to call home.

	Places to See
	Includes less than the required number of souvenirs and places to visit.
	Includes the required amount of souvenirs and places to see, however, the choices do not show the heritage and culture of the country visited.
	The items requested are complete and show an appreciation and understanding of the rich culture and heritage of the country visited.

	Citations
	Citations are incomplete or missing.
	Citations are complete but not in the requested form.
	Citations are complete and in the requested form (MLA).


Rating Scale:

	Score
	Rating
	Grade

	Up to 17
	Unacceptable
	65

	18-22
	Unacceptable
	75

	23-26
	Acceptable
	85

	27-29
	Target
	95

	30
	Target
	100


What Did We Learn?

(Not Graded)

1. What did you find the most difficult about this assignment?

2. What did you like best about this assignment?

3. What would you do differently if you had this assignment to do again?

4. Which part of the DISCOVER research model did you find most challenging?

